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rdMauryan architecture in Barbara cave – Bihar 3  BCE

Brahmini inscription on the wall of Barabar cave

The Buddha visited Champa at least once, perhaps several times and it is 

the eastern most places he went which can still be identified. According to 

legend the city got its name from the numerous champaka trees that grew 

around it. The flowers of this tree are famous for their strong sweet perfume. 

The towns on the ancient site are now known as Champanagar. The Buddha 

taught the Kandaraka Sutta, the famous Sonadanda Sutta and several other 

important discourses here. 

The first is from The Middle Length Discourses and the second is from 

The Long Discourses. In the city was a tank called Gaggara’s Lotus Lake which 

was famous for the thousands of beautiful lotuses that grew in it and also 

because a grove of champaka trees on its banks and was the Buddha’s favourite 

resort while in the city. A large body of water now called Sarovana Talab 

represents the lake the Buddha knew. In the early 1900’s when silt was being 

cleared from the lake several Buddha statues were found but their 

whereabouts are not  known. 

Road: 

It’s near Bhagalpur about 220 kms east of Patna along the river Ganges and 

further 50 kms are the ruins of Vikramashila nearest railway station is in 

Kahalgaon.

How to reach Champanagar:

Champanagar

Scene of several important discourses by the Buddha 
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After the Buddha’s cremation a dispute arose as to how his ashes should 

be divided. Eventually a Brahmin named Dona was given the task and he did it 

to the satisfaction of all the eight claimants. As a reward for his services, he was 

given the vessel in which the ashes had been collected and from which he had 

divided and announced that he would enshrine this vessel in a stupa. This stupa 

later became a popular destination with pilgrims. 

When Hiuen Tsiang went there it was already in ruins but it still 

sometimes emitted a brilliant light. Today Dona’s stupa is a large grassy mound 

with a Hindu temple on it just outside the village of Dona. Nearby is an 

exceptionally beautiful statue of Tara now being worshipped as a Hindu 

goddess. This statue dates from the 9th century. The story about Dona’s 

division of the Buddha’s ashes is in the last part of the Mahaparinibbana Sutta 

which can be found in Walshe’s The Long Discourses. To get to Dona go from 

Patna to Siwan via Chhapra. Alternatively you can visit Dona as a day trip from 

Kusinara via Gopalganj. Beyond Siwan the road is very bad. 

Dona
Where the Brahmin Dona Built His Stupa

 Many monks starting with Ven. Maha Kassapa meditated in this 

mountain practicing dhutanga - austere practice of meditation. This sacred 

mountain is now called Gurpa. When you arrive at the village of Gurpa, cross 

the railway line and 

take one of the paths 

t h a t  l e a d  t o  t h e  

mountain. From its foot 

a rough and rather 

steep path leads up. 

T h i s  p a t h  w i l l  

eventually stop at the 

base of a sheer cliff 

which has a huge 

narrow crack in it. 

Enter this crack and 

proceed upwards. After 

emerging from the dark 

into the open again 

keep climbing and 

soon you will come to 

another cave. 

This may be the 

place where Asanga 

spent many years 

meditating. Leaving this cave and continuing to climb you will soon arrive at 

the summit where there are several Hindu shrines and a few Buddhist 

antiquities. The view from the top is breathtaking and the whole place is very 

conducive for meditation. This is a wonderful place to read and reflect on Maha 

Kassapa’s beautiful and evocative ‘Ode to the Mountains’ from the Theragatha.

Road: 

To get to Gurpa take the Fatipur road from Gaya via Fatipur to Gurpa, a distance 

of about 33 kilometers. 

How to reach Gurpa:

Gurpa
 The Mountain where many monks meditated
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This remote and beautiful cave is the place where the Buddha delivered 

one of his most profound discourses, the Sakkapanha Sutta. He also uttered 

verses 206, 207 and 208 of the Dhammapada while staying here.   

The Indasala Cave is at the base of a sheer cliff halfway up the side of 

Giriyek Mountain. 

Further up on the very top of the mountain is the Hansa Stupa, the most 

complete still existing in India. It is a difficult climb through the thorn bushes 

but offers a fine view. Hiuen Tsiang visited this stupa and recorded the 

interesting story behind its construction. A lucid translation of the Sakkaphana 

Sutta can be found in Walshe’s The Long Discourses of the Buddha. 

Road:

 To get there take the Giriyek road from Rajgir which runs along the north side 

of the mountain. This road ends at the dam. From there you will have to walk 

around the end of the mountain and follow its south face toward the east for 

about 1.5 kilometers to reach Indasala Cave.

How to reach Indasala cave:

After delivering his first 

and second discourses at Sarnath 

the Buddha returned to Bodh 

Gaya where he preached to, 

converted and ordained the 

three Kassapa brothers and their 

one thousand followers. Then 

accompanied by this large group 

of new monks he went to Gaya, 

where he preached the Fire 

Sermon, and then headed for 

Rajgir to meet King Bimbasara. 

Hearing this, king and his 

entourage came out of the city to 

welcome the Buddha and the 

two great men met at the village 

of Lattivana, the Palm Grove, 

now called Jethian. In the 

seventh century Jethian became famous as the seat of Jayasena, the greatest 

saint of the time. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang spent two years here 

studying with Jayasena. Beside the road leading to Jethian village from the 

south is a large mound with a tank next to it. This is the remains of the stupa later 

built over the Supatittha Cetiya, the place where the Buddha stayed for a while 

at Jethian. Beside this mound is a large and impressive statue of the Buddha. 

About 3 kilometers away on the north side of Chandu Hill is a large cave 

called Rajpind. This must be one of the caves mentioned in the Tipitaka as 

being in the vicinity of Rajgir but exactly which one can no longer be 

determined. Numerous pigeons nest in its dark interior so perhaps it is the 

Kapotakandara, the Pigeons Grotto, where venerable Sariputta sometimes 

used to stay. 

Road: 

To get to Jethian turn west just before the Gaya - Rajgir road enters the 

mountains at Rajgir; Jethian is difficult to get to but well worth the effort. 

How to reach Jethian:

Indasala Cave
Where Sakka came to ask the Buddha his eight questions 

Jethian
Where the Buddha and King Bimbasara first met
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The Indasala Cave, 7km east of Rajgir (Raajagaha)- Bihar. 
The cave is the dark spot in the centre of the photo. The 
other dark spot on the left centre is a crack in the rock and 
not a cave.

Looking out from 

the entrance to 

Indasala Cave.
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Udayagiri & Khandagiri 
Odisha state (Formerly Odisha)
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Udaiyagiri rock cut caves near Bhubaneswar - Odisha

Buddhist sculptural and rock cut cave work during Gupta’s period in 

Udayagiri & Khandagiri – Orisha

The caves are situated on two hills Udayagiri and Khandagiri, mentioned 

as Kumari Parvat in Hathigumpha inscription and face each other across the 

road. It is about 6 km from Bhubaneswar, and still represents its Buddhist items 

found in the place. 

Road: 

it is about 6 km from Bhubaneswar – Odisha state

How to reach Udaigiri and Khandagiri:

Udaiyagiri rock cut caves near Bhubaneswar - Odissa
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The earliest Buddhist Complex dating back to the 1st century AD, situated 

in the valley of two rivers, Birupa and Chitrotpala, the monastery was 

discovered by a local British official in 1905. A seven year excavation of the site 

by the Archeological Survey of India beginning in 1985 yielded number of 

stone inscriptions, seals, sealings, and potsherds, which established the site as 
rdhaving flourished between up to 3  A.D.

Road: 

it is about 100 km from Bhubaneswar 

How to reach Lalitgiri:

Lalitgiri 
Odisha state

The majestic ruins of the huge brick monastery at 

Lalitgiri. The main large stupa is 15 meter in 

diameter, and is constructed in Sanchi style

A magnificent reclining Buddha 

underneath a huge Banyan tree 

at Lalitgiri – Odisha

It is one of the Buddhist Complex in the district of Jajpur. Its significance 

revealed after the recent excavation that, the ancient name of the monastery as 

Madhavapura Mahavihara. The excavations also brought to light a sprawling 

complex of brick monastery with a number of Buddhist sculptures. The entire area 

is found located at the foothills of a large hill that acts as an imposing backdrop.

Udayagiri
Odisha State

The remains of the Ruined Stupa at Udayagiri – Odisha

How to reach Udayagiri:

Road: it is about 100 km from Bhubaneswar 
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Kanheri caves, 

perhaps, are the most 

e a s i l y  r e a c h a b l e  

among all caves, and 

also the lonely one in 

the midst of a national 

park in India. The 109 

caves are reachable 

through the Sanjay 

Gandhi national park, 

a good way to reach a 

religious destination. 

T h e  c a v e s  a r e  

considered to be in 

used during the period 

of 1st century BC to 9th 

century AD, primarily 

byBuddhist monks, 

and some of the traders 

who travelled from the 

nearby places for 

religious favors. However, the most appealing is the Chaitya cave, built 

sometime during the 4th to 5th Century AD, with signs of decorative 

woodwork on the roof still present, is definitely a inspiring place. There are 

many sculptured statues of Buddha. 

Kanheri Caves 
(Near Borivali – Maharastra)

Entrance of Kanheri cave
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Ratnagiri (Jewel Mountain) is an excavated area comprising two 

quadrangular monasteries, along with the remains of eight temples and about 

300 minor stupas. The development of Buddhist art and architecture at 

Ratnagiri, whose ancient name was Ratnagiri Mahaviharaya Arya Viksu 

Sangha, between 5th and 13th century AD. 

Ratnagiri 
Odisha State

Ratnagiri – Odisha

The remains of the main monastery at Ratnagiri, Orisha

How to reach Ratnagiri:

Road: it is about 100 km from Bhubaneswar 
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Kanheri-main-vihara

Kanheri-stupa

How to reach Kanheri

Road: 

The Kanheri caves are located 40 kms from Mumbai and 10 km away from 

Borivali, and in the midst of the Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Maharashtra.

Bhaja Caves

Entrance to the rock-cut Buddhist vihara, 

Cave 12, at Bhaja, Maharashtra,  2nd-1st C. BCE

These caves represent Lord Buddha in a symbolic form, whereas others 

have been representing the events that took place in his life. The caves, 18 in 

number, are beautifully sculptured with many images of different postures of 

Buddha, some animals and situations of some stories of the tales of Buddhism. 

Cave 12th is a prayer hall, worth a watch, and represents a fantastic example of 

ancient Buddhist architecture. It’s the biggest of all the caves, and the tilted 

vault is worth noticing. The last cave is also a must see, due to the “Dancing 

couple” structure. As usual with cave culture, there are many Viharas in Bhaja 

also, which, served as monestry for the learning and meditating Buddhist 

monks. The caves are also interesting for the fact that they are one of the oldest 

among all caves in India. There are stupas, a common feature to all the caves, 

also adds to the fact that these caves, at different places, were motivated by the 

same motifs.
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The Bhaja caves seen from afar

Bhaja, Rock-cut Chaitya HallBhaja, Rock-cut Chaitya Hall

How to reach Bhaja Caves:

Road: 

Bhaja Caves are one of the popular Buddhist caves in India located at a distance 

of 12 km from Lonavla, in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra.

Rail :

Malavli is the nearest railway station, at a distance of 3km from the Bhaja caves.
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Junnar caves is an important destination for the Buddhist pilgrims, not 

very far from Mumbai and Pune; these caves are situated in Aurangabad 

district, and are well known to the tourists, especially the Buddhist pilgrims 

around the world. There are three groups of caves in the hills.  All of the Junnar 

caves were founded somewhere between 2nd Century BC and 3rd Century 

AD. The Chaitya hall is very attractive and special. It has a circular dome 

ceiling, and lies within the Tulija Lena Group of caves. The Chaitya hall is 

spacious and different from most of the other Chaitya found in caves of India. 

The second groups of caves lie towards the Manmodi hills and are also quite 

important archaeologically.

Junnar Caves 
( Aurangabad- Maharashtra)

How to reach Junnar Caves:

Road: 

The caves are located in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, at a distance of 

177 km from Mumbai.
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Karla Caves is a complex of ancient Buddhist Indian rock-cut architecture 

cave shrines developed over two periods - from 2nd century B.C to 2nd century 

C.E. and in 5th - 10th century. Even though the caves were constructed over a 

period of time and the oldest one is believed to date back to 160 BC. Karla 

caves, 11 km off Lonavla, house a monastery once home to two 15-meter grand 

pillars. Now only one of these exists and the remaining space is occupied by a 

temple dedicated to goddess Ekaveera.

Karla Caves

Karle, Chaitya Hall

Entrance of Karla caveEntrance of Karla cave

How to reach Karla Caves:

Road: 

The Karla caves are located in Karli about 11 kms from Lonavala, Maharashtra.
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